NOTE: This file contains Parts 1-2 of the message: “A DECEITFUL SPIRIT”.
OPENING SCRIPTURE(S): James 1:21-22, 1 Peter 2:1-3, 2 Timothy 3:13

“1So get rid of all malicious [evil] behavior and deceit. Don't just pretend to he good! Be done with hypocrisy and jealousy and backstabhing.
2You must crave pure spiritual milk so that you can grow into the fullness of your salvation. Cry out for this nourishment as a haby cries for milk,

3now that you have had a taste of the Lord's kindness.” 1 Peter 2:1-3

2 Timothy 3:13 is from Paul’s letter to Timothy (and us by extension) of some of the “spiritual challenges” of living in the last days.
“But evil people and impostors will flourish. They will go on deceiving others, and they themselves will be deceived.”
[Psalm 92:7: “Although the wicked flourish like weeds, and evildoers hlossom with success, there is only eternal destruction ahead of them.”]

With this verse, the Lord makes clear two things: (1) “EVIL PEOPLE” will flourish, and (2) “IMPOSTERS” will also flourish.

“Evil people” characterize “all of the unsaved” in general.

“Imposters”, on the other hand, describe “a particular type of “unsaved people”—who pose a “unique and present danger” to God's people—
especially those who are “unable” to discern them!

By definition, an “imposter” is “a person who deceives others by pretending to be someone they are not.” Source: American Heritage Student Dictionary

Jesus talked about imposters and their deceptive power in Matthew 7:15-20 as “wolves in sheep’s clothing” and a much more
dangerous imposter as the False Prophet in Revelation chapter 13 as “having two horns like those of a lamb, and he spoke
with the voice of a dragon...and with all the miracles he was allowed to perform on behalf of the first beast, he deceived all
the people who belong to this world.” THAT'S A LOT OF POWER!

WHEN THE LORD SAVED ME AND THEN CALLED ME TO SHEPHERD HIS PEOPLE, | PROMISED TO PREACH AND TEACH EVERYTHING HE COMMANDED OR
UNCTIONED ME TO PREACH OR TEACH.

AND SO, | STAND BEFORE YOU TODAY NOT JUST AS “YOUR BROTHER IN CHRIST"—BUT AS YOUR UNDERSHEPHERD—WITHOUT FEAR OF ANYONE OR
ANYTHING EXCEPT THE ONE WHO SAVED ME AND CALLED ME!

For some time, my spirit within me has been troubled by a “unrelenting heaviness” that’s hindering us from “joyful praise and
free and liberating worship and service” to the God we claim is MASTER, LORD, AND REDEEMER.

So, | prayed to the Lord and He revealed to me what it was that disturbed and troubled me.

But even AFTER that, | waited...until He released me to speak on it.

THIS 1S THAT 2nd MESSAGE THE LORD TOLD US MORE THAN 5 MESSAGES AGO WAS COMING. EVEN SO...

THIS MESSAGE IS GOING TO BE HARD FOR SOME OF YOU TO HEAR AND HARDER FOR OTHERS TO RECEIVE..THAT'S WHY | PRACTICALLY BEGGED US TO FAST
AND PRAY AHEAD OF IT SO THE DEVIL WOULDN'T BE ABLE TO SUCCESSFULLY WORK AGAINST IT OR SNATCH GOD'S MESSAGE FROM OUR HEARTS.

THIS MESSAGE IS DESIGNED TO ACCOMPLISH 3 THINGS:

1) “EXPOSE” ANY KINKS IN OUR “COLLECTIVE” ARMOR,

2) “CLOSE” ANY “DOORS” WE MAY'VE INADVERTENTLY OPENED BY “LAPSES” IN OUR LOVE, OUR HUMILITY, OR PROPER FEAR OF THE LORD,

3) “REPAIR” WHAT CAN BE AN OTHERWISE “DISQUALIFYING” CHARACTER FLAW.

A “DECEITFUL SPIRIT” IS AT WORK AMONG US!

The first step in EXPELLING “spirits” is to “EXPOSE THE SPIRIT"—and the 2nd Step is to “EXPOSE THE PERSON(S).
This message is the “FIRST STEP” to expelling that spirit from WITHIN and AMONG us!

| AM CONFIDENT BEFORE GOD THAT HE HAS SHOWN SOME OF YOU THE SAME THING!

A DECEITFUL SPIRIT, part 1

“21S0 get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the message God has planted in your hearts, for it is strong enough to
save your souls. 22And remember, it is a message to obey, not just to listen to. If you don’t obey, you are only fooling yourself.” James 1:21-22

“ITTake no part in the worthless deeds of evil and darkness; instead, rebuke and expose them. 12It is shameful even to talk about the things that ungodly
people do in secret. 13But when the light shines on them, it becomes clear how evil these things are. 14fAnd where your light shines, it will expose their
evil deeds. This is why it is said, “Awake, 0 sleeper, rise up from the dead, and Christ will give you light.” Ephesians 5:11-14

THE WORD OF GOD IS A POTENT DISINFECTANT FOR SIN AND A STRONG, ILLUMINATING LIGHT FOR WHATEVER WANTS TO HIDE IN THE DARKNESS!



BEFORE GOING ANY FURTHER, | WANT TO REMIND US OF 5 “TIMELESS COMMANDS” FROM PAUL'S FIRST LETTER TO THE BELIEVERS AT THESSALONICA:
“19Do not stifle [quench] the Holy Spirit. 20Do not scoff at prophecies, 21hut test everything that is said. Hold on to what is good.
225tay away from every kind of evil.” 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 THIS IS OUR “PLUMBLINE AND MARCHING ORDERS” GOING FORWARD!

All that said, the first “pushback” to this message is going to sound like this in your heart: “Pastor, | just don't see that among us.”
That's fine—because your “pushback” affirms our first point and that is..

1. A “deceitful spirit” is a “SPIRIT"—and “spirits” have to be “spiritually discerned”

“14But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned. 15But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.” 1 Corinthians 2:14-15 KJV

To be plain: Unless a person is born of the Spirit and even then ONLY UNTIL and UNLESS the Lord opens our “spiritual eyes and the eyes of
our understanding”—we won't be able to “SEE or RECOGNIZE” spirits and forces that influence and oppose us!

THE MOST DANGERQUS SPIRITS ARE NOT THOSE THAT OPPOSE AND HINDER US—BUT THOSE THAT “WORK ALONG SIDE US UNDETECTED AND UNOPPOSED"!

Go to Psalm 36:1-4

“ISin whispers to the wicked, deep within their hearts. They have no fear of God to restrain. 2In their blind conceit, they cannot see how wicked they
really are. 3Everything they say is crooked and deceitful. They refuse to act wisely or do good. 4They lie awake at night, hatching sinful plots. Their
course of action is never good. They make no attempt to turn from evil.”

WHAT IS OUR DEFENSE AGAINST SUCH WICKED SPIRITS?—THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE WORD OF GOD, AND TO SOME THE “ABILITY TO
DISCERN SPIRITS”—AS A SPIRITUAL GIFT!

“IA spiritual gift is given to each of us so as a means of helping the entire church. 8To one person the Spirit gives the ability to give wise advice; to
another He gives the gift of special knowledge. 9The same Spirit gives special faith to another, and to someone else the one Spirit gives the power to heal
the sick. 10He gives one person the power to perform miracles, and another the ability to prophesy. He gives someone else the ability to know [discern]
whether it's really the Spirit of God or another spirit that is speaking. Still another person is given the ability to speak in unknown languages, and another
is given the ability to interpret what is being said. 11It is the one and only Spirit who distributes these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person
should have.” 1 Corinthians 12:7-11

The second thing we need to KNOW and UNDERSTAND is...
2. The difference between “DECEIT” and a “DECEITFUL SPIRIT”.

NOTE: WE'RE SAYING EVERYONE WHO IS OR HAS ACTED “DECEITFULLY” HAS A “DECEITFUL SPIRIT"!

LET'S DEFER TO ONE OF JESUS’ TEACHINGS IN MARK CHAPTER 7 TO MAKE THIS POINT:

“I4Then Jesus called to the crowd to come and hear. “All of you listen,” He said, “and try to understand.

15You are not defiled by what you eat; you are defiled by WHAT YOU SAY AND DO

1TThen Jesus went into a house to get away from the crowds, and His disciples asked Him what He meant by the statement He had made.

18“Don’t you understand either?” He asked. “Can’t you see that what you eat won't defile you? 19Food doesn't go into your heart, but only passes through
the stomach and then and then comes out again.” (By saying this, He showed that every kind of food is acceptable.)

20And then He added, “It is the thought-life that defiles you. 21For from within, out of a person’s heart, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft,
murder, 22adultery, greed, wickedness, DECEIT, eagerness for lustful pleasure, envy, slander, pride, and foolishness.

23All these vile things come from within; they are what defile you and make you unacceptable to God.”

All those ‘VILE” things |esus just mentioned are part of our “fallen nature”.
It’s in our “fallen DNA” to do ANY or ALL of those “vile things”—including “being deceitful®—when it benefits us or when it
serves our purposes!

3. A “deceitful spirit” is an “EVIL SPIRIT” that works deceitfully!

Has anyone ever accused you of being a “CHAMELEON”—If so, they were saying, you are a “deceitful person”!
Deceitful spirits work IN and THROUGH deceitful people—causing them to THINK and BEHAVE in “deceitful” and “spiteful
ways”!—with pretense, lies, and “thinly-veiled” contempt! GO TO PSALM 55 FOR A QUICK ILLUSTRATION:

“12lt is not an enemy who taunts me—I could bear that. It is not my foes who so arrogantly insult me—I could have hidden from them. 13Instead, it is you—
my equal, my companion and close friend. 14What good fellowship we once enjoyed as we walked together to the house of God...

20As for this friend of mine, he betrayed me; he broke his promises. 21His words are as smooth as cream [butter], but in his heart is war. His words are as
soothing as lotion, but underneath are daggers! 22Give your burdens to the LORD, and he will take care of you. He will not permit the godly to slip and fall”




Few believers realize the “spiritual danger” they're in when they allow themselves to be “ENTICED and then USED or
CONTROLLED” by a deceitful spirit—especially if “BEING DECEITFUL” HAS WORKED FOR THEM ALL THEIR LIVES!

Would you agree that anyone who could “betray or crucify” the Son of God was controlled by an “evil spirit”?

Go to John 13:21-30

21Now Jesus was in great anguish [deeply troubled], and he exclaimed, “The truth is, one of you will betray me!”

22The disciples looked at each other, wondering whom He could mean. 230ne of Jesus’ disciples, the one Jesus loved, was sitting next to

Jesus at the table. 24Simon Peter motioned to him to ask who would do this terrible thing.

25Leaning toward Jesus, he asked, “Lord, who is it?” 26Jesus responded, “It is the one to whom I give the bread dipped in the sauce.”

And when He had dipped it, He gave it to Judas, son of Simon Iscariot. 27As soon as Judas had eaten the bread, Satan entered into him.

Then Jesus told him, “Hurry. Do it now.”

28None of the others at the table knew what Jesus meant. 29Since Judas was their treasurer, some thought Jesus was telling him to go and
pay for the food or to give some money to the poor. 30So Judas left at once, going out into the night.”

Go to Matthew 26:20-25

“20When it was evening, Jesus sat down at the table with the twelve disciples. 21While they were eating, He said, “The truth is, one
of you will betray me."” 22Greatly distressed, one by one they began to ask Him, “| am not the one, am | Lord?”

23He replied, “One of you who is eating with Me now will betray me.

24For |, the Son of Man must die, as the Scriptures declared long ago. But how terrible it will be for my betrayer. Far better for him if he
had never been born!”

25)udas, the one who would betray him, also asked, “Teacher, | am not the one, am 1?” And Jesus told him, “You have
said it yourself.” Note what Jesus just told Judas was: Not only are you the one—but you just confessed to being the one!

EVEN THOUGH JESUS GAVE MORE THAN ONE CLUE TO THOSE WHO ASKED IF “THEY WOULD BE THE DISCIPLE WHO
BETRAY HIM”—ONLY ONE OF THE DISCIPLES PRESENT KNEW WHO JESUS WAS TALKING ABOUT—JUDAS!

SO, HERE’S THE QUESTION:

JUDAS KNEW HE WAS THE ONE JESUS WAS TALKING ABOUT...SO, WHY DID HE STILL ASK IN VERSE 25,

“l am not the one, am | Lord?”

Notice something else that can be misleading: When Judas asked this question—he was “POLITE or RESPECTFUL—in addressing

Jesus as “Teacher or Rabbi”—but he was still being DECEITFUL"—hbecause he had already agreed to betray Jesus!

Look at Matthew 26:14-16.

“14Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve disciples, went to the leading priests 15and asked,

““How much will you pay me to betray Jesus to you?” And they gave him thirty pieces of silver.
16From that time on, Judas began looking for [the right time and place] to betray Jesus.”

That's the end of Part 1of A DECEITFUL SPIRIT. Stay tuned because there is much more to come!
AND MAY THE GOD OF PEACE “GUARD YOUR HEARTS” AND “PROTECT YOU WITH HIS PEACE™! AMEN!

MY CLOSING THOUGHT AND INVITATION TO ETERNAL LIFE

We’ve been talking about a “deceitful spirit”.
Itis a “deceitful spirit” that makes people think they have “more time to get saved or get
right with God!



A DECEITFUL SPIRIT, part 2

A QUCIK RECAP OF PART 1

1. A “deceitful spirit” is a “SPIRIT"—and unless the Lord “exposes and names” the spirit—they MUST be “spiritually discerned by their WORKS or MANIFESTATIONS!

That's why He has given some believers the “ability to discern spirits” [1 Cor. 12:10]

2. We talked about the difference between “deceit” and a “Deceitful spirit”. “Deceit” is in our fallen DNA and among 11 vile things [Mark 7:14-23] that can make us
“unacceptable” to God. Of course, anything that makes us “unacceptable” to God is high on the list of things that he will try to “activate” for his evil purposes!

3. We said a “deceitful spirit” is an “EVIL SPIRIT". Evil spirits don't just flourish and function in the world—they also work deceitfully and destructively in many Churches
where “discernment” and “strong teaching” is lacking! Or, where BOTH are present—but there may be “pockets” of disobedience and rebellion!

WE HAVE 2 POINTS IN PART 2 OF THS MESSAGE:

1. Aside from having to be “spiritually discerned”—another reason deceitful spirits “are difficult to detect is”
people with “deceitful spirits” can “SAY” and “D0” what appears to be the “RIGHT THINGS”—or JUST ENOUGH OF
THE “RIGHT THINGS” to fool those who lack discernment and understanding!

“Smooth words” have always been one tactic the Devil uses to “seduce and deceive” God's people!

Proverbs 26:23-26
“23Smooth words may hide a wicked heart, just as a pretty glaze covers a clay pot. 24People may cover their hatred with pleasant words, but they're deceiving you.
25They pretend to be kind, but don't believe them. Their hearts are full of many evils. 26While their hatred may be concealed by trickery, their wrongdoing will be exposed in public.”

Psalm 55:12-14, 55:19-21

121t is not an enemy who taunts me—I could bear that. It is not my foes who so arrogantly insult me—I could have hidden from them.

13Instead, it is you—my equal, my companion and close friend. 14What good fellowship we once enjoyed as we walked together to the house of God.
19..For my enemies refuse to change their ways; they do not fear God. 20As for my companion, he betrayed his friends; he broke his promises.
21His words are as smooth as butter, but in his heart is war. His words are as soothing as lotion, but underneath are daggers!”

The believers encountered a “deceitful” spirit at Philippi. The apostle Paul and some other apostles were among them.
Paul was horn-again, Spirit-filled, and spirit-led—and because of his calling, likely “discerned the presence of another spirit” right away—
yet for days he may not have known “exactly what spirit” was at work in their midst.
Go now o Acts chapter 16:16-18. The author of the Book of Acts is traditionally ascribed to Luke, so this would be his account of events...
“160ne day as we were going down to the place of prayer, we met a slave girl. She was a fortune-teller who earned a lot of money for her [masters]
17She followed along hehind us shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High God, and they have come to tell you how to he saved.”
WHAT SHE SAID WAS “BIBLICALLY TRUE” CONCERNING THE APOSTLES—EXCEPT SHE SAID IT BY “THE WORKING OF ANOTHER SPIRIT"!
THE DANGER FOR THOS EPRESENT IS, SHE COULD'VE EASILY JOINED IN WITH THOSE WHO REGULARLY GATHERED AT THE “THE PLACE OF PRAYER™!
18This went on day after day until Paul got so exasperated that he turned and said to the demon within her,
“l command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.”, he said. And instantly it left her.”

Let’s look at another example of deceit “hiding in plain sight” in Mark 12:13-11.
“13The leaders sent some Pharisees and supporters of Herod to trap Jesus into saying something for which He could be arrested.

SO, WE KNOW RIGHT OFF THE BAT, THEY WERE “INTENTIONALLY BEING DECEITFUL™
BUT LISTEN AS THEY CONTINUE IN THEIR DECEIT IN “PLAIN SIGHT” OF EVERYBODY...
14“Teacher,” these men said, “we know how honest you are. You are impartial and don’t play favorites. You sincerely teach the way of Godl.
EVERY BIT OF THAT IS TRUE CONCERNING JESUS!
NOW, HAVING “SET THE TRAP FOR JESUS"..they get down to what they're after:
“Now tell us—is it right to pay taxes to the Roman government or not? 15Should we pay them, or should we not?”

Jesus saw through their hypocrisy and said, “Whom are you trying to fool with your trick questions?
Show me a Roman coin, and Il tell you.”

16When they handed it to him, He asked, “Whose picture and title are stamped on it?” “Caesar’s,” they replied.
17“Well, then,” Jesus said, “give to Caesar what belongs to him. But everything that belongs to God must be given to God.”
His reply completely amazed them.”

WE WERE ALL CHILDREN—RIGHT? AND AS CHILDREN, WE CARRIED ON RIGHT IN FRONT OF PEOPLE.

o Achild who learned to OBEY or DO JUST ENOUGH to avoid punishment or who learned to throw a temper tantrum—even with great
sobbing tears in order to get to go to the movies with friends—may have learned how to use “deceit” to get what they want
without ever knowing they may have opened a door to the “influence of a deceitful spirit™



AND UNLESS WE'VE ALLOWED THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE WORD OF GOD TO “TRANSFORM” AND CHANGE WHAT

WORKED FOR US MOST OF OUR LIVES—WE TEND TO OPERATE THE SAME WAY AS ADULTS—JUST ON “ANOTHER

LEVEL” OF SOPHISTICATION! To put it another way...

o When we, as adults, DO JUST ENOUGH to avoid being “exposed or rebuked” or who willfully FEIGNS just enough love, just enough
respect, or just enough respect and support to fool or mislead those we serve—we’re also either “being deceitful” or we're being
influenced hy a “deceitful spirit”!

There’s something else we need to know about “deceitful spirits..

2. A “deceitful” spirit is a “BEGUILING SPIRIT.

The Bible says Eve was “beguiled or seduced” and then deceived by the serpent.
“But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent DECEIVED Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” 2 Cor. 11:3 NKJV
“But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent BEGUILED Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” 2 Cor. 11:3 KJV

HOW WAS EVE “BEGUILED” AND THEN “DECEIVED™? GO TO GENESIS CHAPTER 3:1-13.

“Beguiling spirits” are like “chameleons”. | ASKED LAST SUNDAY—WHAT COLOR IS A CHAMELEON?

Like a chameleon—beguiling spirits have the power to “adapt” to PEOPLE and SETTINGS—in order to “ENTICE and GAIN THE
CONFIDENCE AND TRUST OF OTHERS, or to “FOOL PEOPLE” into believing something that closely aligns with the truth, or
believe something about themselves that is NOT spiritually or morally genuine!

Deceitful spirits entice people to SAY and DO “spiteful things” that hurt and offend!

But, when we treat deceitful people with respect and kindness and continue to do good to them—the Lord is pleased—and we can trust Him to show them
who is being deceitfull

Twice David spared Saul’s life—and Saul even told David that he was “a better man” than he was—but he still tried to kill him or have him killed!

Go to 1 Samuel chapter 24.

That’s the end of Part 2 of A DECEITFUL SPIRIT. Stay tuned because there is much more to come!

MY CLOSING THOUGHT AND INVITATION TO ETERNAL LIFE

We’ve been talking about a “deceitful spirit”.

Ecclesiastes 7:2-4 says this:

“2lt is better to spend your time at funerals than at festivals [parties]. For you are going to die, and you should
think about it while there is still time. 3Sorrow is better than laughter, for sadness has a refining influence on us.
4A wise person thinks much about death, while the fool thinks only about having a good time now.”

Upon hearing what God just spoke through Solomon—it is a “deceitful spirit” that makes people think they
have “more time to get saved or repent and get right” with the Lord!



